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I he very first word that can be spelled from within the
word ‘museun’.

The last months have been challenging, and the
immediate  horizon s unclear. But the
indomitable work ethic and innovative nature of
my fellow writers, the great importance of
collections and exhibitions, and the shared vision
and goal to bring forth the new edition of the
[lluminati have propelled us forward when many
have slowed or quieted.

Following the challenges posed by Covid-19,
plenty of important work had to be done in our
Danmal Mathur Museum that required us to
begin working together in new and creative ways.
While many of the efforts happened behind the
scenes, the staff made a herculean pivot to place
our museum programmes and current
digitalisation project of the artifacts first so that
they can be admired from all around the globe,

In particular, I would like to acknowledge the
efforts of our Museum Team, headed by Dr Mohit
Mohan Mathur, HoD, History & Museum;

Dr Kanika Mondal, Collection Manager and
Archivist, has done a fantastic job of bringing our
vision of the museum to life, and Ashok Ji who,
with his valuable knowledge of the museum,
helped keep the museum in tip-top shape. Their
commitment (o excellence is evident in the
museum and magazine. I am ruly grateful (o be
working with such a talented and dedicated team
of individuals. They rarely receive enough credit
for their innumerable efforts to give life to our
cultural institution while their lives overflow due
(o the aftereffects of the pandemic. The collective
story ol “us” is not unique, but it is our story, so
please join me in thanking all who have
contributed to 'us at your museum. We move
forward and upward in the hope of a fantastic
future!

Shaheem Aijaz Khan
Editor-in-Chief
[lluminati
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Akbari Kila, Ajmer

- Shubh Palod 8A

Akbar's Palace, an architectural

Marvel in Ajmer, Rajasthan, India,
was erected in 1570 AD by Emperor
Akbar. Serving as his residence
during visits and pilgrimages to
Ajmer, the palace was fortified
with formidable stone walls,
rendering it virtually impregnable.

This historical landmark gained
prominence as the site of a
momentous encounter between
Emperor Jehangir and Sir Thomas
Roe of the British East India
Company during British rule. It was
later transformed into the
'Rajputana Arsenal,' repurposed as
a munitions house.

In 1908, a palace section evolved

into a captivating museum,
housing an extraordinary
collection of ancient stone
sculptures, medieval armory,

weaponry, and a striking black
marble idol of Goddess Kali.

Delicate  miniature  paintings
depicting the opulent Mughal and
Rajput eras adorned its walls.
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Situated conveniently near Ajmer's
railway station, the palace beckons
tourists and history enthusiasts alike.
With its splendid architecture and

well-preserved  artifacts, = Akbar's
Palace stands as a testament to the
city's romantic yet turbulent history.

Overall, Akbar's Palace is a treasure
trove of cultural heritage, making it a
must-visit destination for those
seeking a glimpse into India's rich
historical tapestry.



Mantrika Mysuru

- Ms Prianka Banerjee

For the longest time we associate
Mysuru with Mysore Pak, Mysore
Palace, Mysore Sandal Soap etc.
but the city has a lot more to offer.

Mysore officially known as Mysuru
is quite literally a hidden gem in
Karnataka. Roughly 3 hours from
Bengaluru, one's first impression of
the city is of an old Indian movie
set.

Long wide roads, big yellow-
colored bungalows, smiling uncles,
and aunties in perfectly pleated
sarees, vintage-looking street
lights and so much more.

Seat of the Wadiyar Dynasty, it
boasts of the Mysore Palace which
apparently has a larger footfall
than the Taj Mahal on a daily
basis. Only drawback is it has to
be visited barefoot.

From the majestic Philomena
Cathedral to the original works of
Raja Ravi Varma at the Jagmohan
Art Palace, the city is a visual
treat.
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Mysore is also a treat for history buffs.
Mr Malgudi aka RK Narayan was
from Mysore and his house has been
beautifully restored and open to the
public now as a museum.

And lest | forget, you get the BEST
Mysore Masala Dosa and
Chikmagalur Filter Coffee in Mysuru.

So the next time you are in Karnataka
do visit Mysore.



Chandrayaan 3

- Divit Murarka 6D

Chandrayan 3 is India’s ambitious
lunar mission following the footsteps
of its predecessors Chandrayan 1 and
Chandrayan 2. Chandrayan 3 s
India’s 2nd successful attempt to
achieve a soft landing on the surface
of the moon. It is a project
undertaken by the Indian Space
Research Organization (ISRO) to
achieve a successful landing on the
surface of the moon and deploy a
rover to conduct experiments and
gather valuable data. The mission is
focused on studying the moon’s
geology, mineralogy, and exposure
which  will contribute to our
understanding of the moon’s origin
and evolution. The mission objectives
of Chandrayan 3 are to demonstrate
a safe and soft landing on the lunar
surface, and for the rover to conduct
scientific experiments. To achieve the
mission objective several advanced
technologies are present in the lander
such as laser and RF-based altimeters,
velocimeters, propulsion systems, etc
To demonstrate such advanced
technologies successfully in piles of
earth conditions, several lander
special tests like integrated cold
tests, integrated hot test and lander
like mechanism performance test,
have been planned and carried out
successfully.

On 15 August 1947, India got freedom
and just after 22 years 15th August ISRO
was established. If | were a scientist, |
would try to find life on the moon and
research more about it. Chandrayan 3
launched on 14 July at 2:35 PM and
landed on the moon on 23 August at 6:04
PM.



WORKSHOPS ON
CONSERVATION

- Dr Kanika Mondal

In order to address and meet the
conservation needs of the collection
in the Danmal Mathur Museum and in
response to the growing interest of
our boys in aspects of museum and
conservation of museum collections,
the Danmal Mathur Museum
conducted two workshops on
conservation in collaboration with
various - government organisations.
The first six days’ ‘Workshop on
Conservation’ was held in
collaboration with the Indira Gandhi
National Centre for Arts (IGNCA),
New Delhi, an autonomous body
under the Ministry of Culture,
Government of India. A team
comprising ten conservators from
IGNCA who specialised in
conservation of oil painting and
sculptures conducted the workshop
from 30th January to 4th February
2023. Around 20 boys participated in
this event. They learnt the various
steps in scientific conservation
treatment of oil painting, such as
removal of varnish, treatment of
flakes and cracks, fixing of paint
layer, process of backing and relining
of canvas, step-by-step procedure of
cleaning marble sculptures,
documentation in conservation, how
to make archival boxes and folders
etc.

The second two-day ‘Workshop on
Preservation and - Conservation of
Biological Specimens’ was held on 25th
and 26th April. The workshop aimed to
impart knowledge of the various wet and
dry techniques adopted for conserving
biological specimens. It was held in
collaboration with the National Museum
of Natural History (NMNH), New Delhi,
under the aegis of the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change. In this workshop, three
conservators from various branches of
NMNH - Dr Shakti Singh, New Delhi, Dr
Manoj Sharma



Mr Mohammad Yunus with expertise in
specific techniques of preservation such
as preserving specimens in formalin (wet
method) and taxidermy (dry method)
and the dry preservation of insects and
butterflies. Under the two day
programme, day one included
theoretical sessions on the topics and
day two included hands-on practical
sessions including cleaning of two ‘tiger
heads" and an insect trapping and
mounting activity at the end. Around 35
boys participated in the workshop.

Both the workshops aimed to sensitise

our students about heritage
preservation, familiarising them with
various  techniques of  scientific
conservation, imparting knowledge

about safe handling of artefacts, and
explaining measures that can be taken
to avoid vandalism in - museums. The
positive and ' overwhelming | response
from our boys and their curiosity to learn
is an encouragement for us.
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A group photograph with the Conservators from IGNCA
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STTATAG hl IYI=T R faghy

Mf2anm & gt &1 STy "R R & 9OR-
g i el d @t g o= fi9 um
TETY, ZRET R IAYRA &1 URIOrR ATt
¢ fF wmaE Al s arRt @A ) §9@ R
gl < g R S @ dt feurea A =i
Tifeal R a9 3ru= uE FHATY § | aRd §,
ufw # TR & gk # a5 ugad §, g A
Mo &hd @ 3R &fur & Iweawy & fasmy
&R g1 STy ’HieR A argerer sifsem &
g Wi &l aRg Uah W= S==AT i
SIEROT el gl

TXOTHe w9 ¥ #feR # IR et § Whml,
JeifeR, SHled SR wiR &1 Mg oaH
wfR & uE 3aan g1 #feR uReR o dar @
forT gom &, oad ude W™ R 81 HieR @
g fAER sriaies T € SwR 81 #kr &
S W R a7 § 3R 39 2fif or sreurg @
T Ueh dsh gl

ST Aifga AlgT ATYR
iR & UR ZR &: g HegR, afaft siyzR,

ufepft aamwgr ik 39 g&figrl =9 @
U 93] ol U a2l ZR UR IhT 14T g

sfAgraaRY &1 AT @ fF 39 #feR o1 Awfor
AT oraredt St & geff i ArEw & www
IaaHT TS &g RT eamar T A1l HR
f dmEr, wfcr Aeft Fr argaenr &1 Tw
AMHER IETER0T § 3R 39 R v Jfdat Ihd
T 8

gda 7 WRAT qRida aderor fasmr sadt
WG T g1 Tgi hael RaReh fégsi &l &
AfeR # s i srgHfar 81 g9 HRR @ 2 o
faty a2 § Raa same emag snyfRe fase
o grg oft 9 &:

2. STATY HfR & FUR Wi T tasl 9
gd1 & faudia feam A w1g=ran g1

2. gg ft ene=rd g foh ufafes arderrer wfer &
TR WG s &t A9 ZRT Ieel dgeh
ST SITdT 2l

3. AfR & U @2 EHR FHHI ag 3@ UT
YT g1 =T Tag &t s & & foeht oft
HY 31537 i e« gl

¥. g F et oft == | oy AfeR & ofif o=
ot a2 9k @l & at ag Ukl HWia
3= 9EA g o @ mi

. g A & 99a gar a9 @ SHie i
WRE ATl g SR A & EREF Tk fAudq,
dAfdh &t # g9 I gl 8l



& HfER & SR [ag & THUTH T dF HIS
geft Ssar gom @ @ N FHEh FW 4
o 1Y Is™aT S Hehdr|

v. #feR & UHTE 8 gOIR il & fag & o=t |
IETT T @l Afeh 399 |Gl AR hT Ue WR
YehdT g1 "R & 3ier ya = & fw aie= &t
AT R a9 & fog et 81 uarg & "5 &
ot = gt I

¢. HfeR &t T & uHre yshp & AT © Idq
Ueh-g8R UR @ S @ 3R 94 §© Ahsl R gt
UhiT STIET g1 39 ufehar § it ad=a o aniht
Ugel el & fhR shuer: fid Y avw v &
9T< Tk Uehdl STTT @ S1Afd Jad SR @ oo+
AT QT Ugd Ueh SITdT g1

R. HitR & fRiggR A ugen o v@d &, Afer
& 3ieR oy IR grR1 fAfda foreft off eafq &t
gl g Taohd | 3T, HidR & a1 | U &t
TeH il UR he, dd 31T 39 G vl gl

R0, gt avE HfeR & argr Wi gR 8, S8i W
et uifca o fow 2/ ST ST & tfeh sa
3y #HfeR @ argr Aapeit a+ft snuenR! 2raeE
& T wEgy ghfh

SR gt fohat AgM aRgeR SikR &SR
Ig BiTl Ig 39 Ueh iR o IE180T & HEAT ST
YehdT gl
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